
The Posse

04/02/16

DATE:  The Posse met Saturday, 9:00 AM 2 April 16 at the McHenry Moose Lodge 691, McHenry, IL.
ATTENDEES:  

Gary Ackerman
Widows Sons, Kinsman Redeemers



George Barrington
State Congressman, American Motorcycle Association


Michael Bestler
CMA Ambassadors


Gary Bogolin

Steering Committee, McHenry County Road Pirates


Mike Bradbury
President, Top Cats 


John Calhoun
President, Fat Bastards


MJ Candido

President, Furies MC


Ric Case

Vice President, Top Cats


Terry Coffman
Head Road Captain, Rock River H.O.G.


Thomas Cook
CMA Ambassadors


Don DeLordo

Activities Director, Rolling Thunder IL-2


Mike Duffy

Road Captain, McHenry Moose Riders


Wally Elliot

Events, DuKane ABATE


Ed Flavin

Corp President, EAO/Little Angels 


Rich Gruener

President, Chicago Cruisers


Don Haworth

President, Punishers, Chicago


Mark Hume

McHenry Moose Riders


David Hutson
Widows Sons, Kinsman Redeemers


Judy Kaenel

President, DuKane ABATE


Mary Kirkpatrick
Posse Secretary


Wayne Kirkpatrick
Posse Coordinator


Linda Lorenz

Asst Director, McHenry County HOG


Mike McGovern
McHenry County HOG





Bob Montgomery
Director, Lake Shore H.O.G.


Sherri Murken
Iron Justice McHenry


Gene Nevins

Vice President, Rescue Riders


Kim Niccolai

Rolling Thunder IL-2


Ryan Norman
Schol and Associates Insurance


Jose Olivencia
RC, Public Guardians


Kellie Olivencia
Secretary, Public Guardians


Michael OShea
Treasurer, McHenry Moose Riders


Kelly Pavlovich
Director, American Legion Riders 911


Bruce Preston
VP, McHenry Moose Riders


Jim Purcell

Treasurer, Rolling Thunder, IL-2

Gene Rigsby

Activities Director, Top Cats


Derrick Robinson
Chaplain, Disciples of God, CMA

Sue Ryan

McHenry Moose Riders


Marty Schoonover
Road Captain, Fire and Iron 53 MC


John Sweeny
Webmaster – Posse / Head RC, Lake Shore H.O.G.


Mary Szymonik
Corp Director, EAO/Little Angels


John Tellefsen
VP, Disciples of God


Mike Tierney

Sr Director, Iron Justice Lake County


Pete Tzimpas
President, McHenry Moose Riders


Bob Ward

President, Rescue Riders


Lanny Wong

Director, Fire and Iron MC


Jill Wright

Schol and Associates Insurance

DISSCUSSIONS:

1. History of POSSE

Informed new members / attendees that Posse began as a meeting to coordinate information between groups to eliminate the conflicts in summer riding schedules and charity events.   There are Posse groups in Colorado and D.C working effectively to minimize conflicts and maintain a good working relationship between clubs.  

2. Reason for POSSE

Sharing information on how to run a club and make sure that all of the dates are documented in a single location for easy access to the motorcycle community.   Having reps from A.B.A.T.E. and AMA allows the group to also stay current with the political, economic and legal aspects of motorcycle riding in our area today.  

3. How POSSE Works

The meetings are an opportunity to stay current with the information that affects the motorcycle community.  With American Motorcycle Association, ABATE and the state police in attendance at meetings, the information is the most recent.   This opportunity allows the clubs to take back and inform their members to make us all more informed riders.   

The main body of time is spent collecting, sharing and coordinating information on club activities for the year.  One of the tenants of the club is No Dealers.   This keeps the meeting from becoming a ‘marketing center’ and to maintain the integrity of the information given at the meeting. 

4. Today’s Meeting included information on:  

A. McHenry Moose Riders, Lodge 691, hosted the meeting at their lodge hall today with breakfast available at a small fee.  This facility is an outstanding venue for meetings and MC events.  Outside the main hall is ample parking and a covered picnic table area and stage that is available to clubs for their events at a small fee.  

B. Judy Kaenel, the President of DuKane Abate updated everyone on current legislative issues regarding motorcycling including proposals on; extended vehicle registration periods, ATV operator licensing, blue dot tail lights, etc.  A summary sheet on these issues was sent to Posse members and, is attached to the minutes.

C. Jill Wright and Ryan Norman from Schol and Associates Insurance, briefed the group on, and discussed, insurance needs of MC organizations and various liabilities. They answered questions and also made available literature on available types of insurance. George Barrington, AMA Congressman, reminded everyone that AMA offers event insurance and AMA clubs have access to coverage also.

D. With the recent revelation that Wounded Warriors charity had, allegedly, mishandled, misspent, and over spent funds intended for wounded veterans on non – related expenditures, we reinforced the fact that all clubs need to verify the charities and recipients for validity before supporting that charity or bringing that information to the POSSE to be sent out to the groups. 
E. It was pointed out that, with Illinois now providing for licensing to carry concealed weapons, road captains need to be aware of who is carrying when leading a group. In the event of an incident or accident, FOID carrying RCs can secure the weapon.

F. Don Haworth, President, Punishers, Chicago informed the group that Chicago CCW restrictions are different than State regarding magazine size, etc.  The point is:  if you ride and legally carry, be aware of all CCW requirements in all jurisdictions you plan on riding through.  
G. All agreed, again, to prohibit dealers and vendors from attending and selling to Posse members at meetings. We all agreed that we have enough people marketing to us.
5. 2016 Events.

April through December 2016 events were reviewed, first by month and then by group.  Each organization provided their charity date(s) and major events for 2016 so other organizations can support their ride and not schedule a conflicting charity ride. The 2016 Events Calendar, published on the Posse web site www.posse.cc, will be updated soon for reference.
6. Final Call was made for each club to give details on their rides for the 2016 riding year, buy POSSE tabs, and update contact information on the sign-in sheet.     See the website at www.POSSE.cc for the updates on the calendar events, meeting minutes, and contact information for 2016.  
7. Next Meeting.  The next Posse meeting will be in the Fall, 2016.  Depending on good riding weather, we will solicit members for a convenient date in the November – December time frame.
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99th General Assembly

A.B.A.T.E. of ILLINOIS, INC.  

Policy Positions

VEHICLE CODE AMENDMENT-Blue Dot Tail Lights:  HB4105 ( Sponsored by: Senators Michael E. Hastings - Wm. Sam McCann - David Koehler - Gary Forby, Darin M. LaHood, Thomas Cullerton, Dave Syverson, John G. Mulroe, Linda Holmes, Pat McGuire, Donne E. Trotter, Michael Connelly and  William Delgado).    [Synopsis As Introduced:  Amends the Illinois Vehicle Code. Provides that motorcycles may be equipped with a blue light or lights located on the rear of the motorcycle as a part of the motorcycle's rear stop lamp or lamps.]  A.B.A.T.E. of Illinois SUPPORTS this bill
· This synopsis is hard to understand in regards to the blue lights on the rear taillight.  There is no blue tail light(s) on the rear of the motorcycle.

· [image: image1.jpg]


Instead, the “Blue light” is a dime sized piece of blue plastic in the center of the brake light lens and would be used for customizing purposes only.  It would not interfere with the brake light itself. 
· Illinois State Police Government Relations Officers – John Thompson & Joe Hutchins have no issues/concerns with this bill.  They have indicated that the bill moves forward.

NON-GENERAL REVENUE FUNDS:  HB4320 ( House Sponsors: Rep. David Harris - Stephanie A. Kifowit – House Executive Committee.  [Synopsis As Introduced:  Makes appropriations from non-general revenue funds as provided by law. With respect to Funds where no distributions are provided for by law, and from which distributions were made, in whole or part, during Fiscal Year 2015 through appropriations, provides that, if no such appropriation has been enacted in Fiscal Year 2016, then appropriations shall be made for Fiscal Year 2016 in the same manner as provided for Fiscal Year 2015.] Effective Immediately.  A.B.A.T.E. of Illinois SUPPORTS this bill
· In regards to the general revenue funds, we are requesting that the portion which is earmarked for the Cycle Rider Safety Training Program (CRSTP) be released so that new motorcyclists can be trained.

· This bill would release the special funds for the purpose for which they were created.  

· Example:  For every motorcycle license issued, a portion of these fees are designated for the Cycle Rider Training Program.  Therefore it is self-funded program by motorcyclists themselves with no State funding allotted.  

· A.B.A.T.E. of Illinois’ primary focus is for motorcyclist’s education.  The Cycle Rider Safety Course is instructor taught and is designed to educate riders on the skills which prepares the rider for higher levels of awareness and thinking out on the streets.   We have found that riders who have completed this course have a lower crash rate based on research through our Ride Safe Program.
311 E Main St #418 ( Galesburg, IL (  61401
Phone: 800-87-ABATE - Local: (309) 343-6588 - Fax: (309) 343-6387
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HIGHWAY CODE AMENDMENT-Recreation Trail Funds:  HB4320 ( House Sponsor: Rep. Tom Demmer  [Synopsis As Introduced:  Amends the Illinois Highway Code. Provides that money received by the State from the federal government under the Recreational Trails Program shall not be considered for use as aid in construction of highways, and shall not be placed in the "Road Fund" in the State Treasury.] A.B.A.T.E. of Illinois SUPPORTS this bill

· Recreational trail funds are financially supported by title fees through the purchase of an off road vehicle.

· This bill would take Federal Funds for the Recreational Trails Program, which are dedicated to off road riders, and allocate them directly to the Illinois Department of Natural Resources and not to IDOT. 

RECREATIONAL TRAILS OF ILLINOIS ACT AMENDMENT-ATV Regulation and Safety  SB2841( Senate Sponsor:  Sen. Ira I. Silverstein.  [Synopsis As Introduced:  Amends the Recreational Trails of Illinois Act. Provides that any person under the age of 18 who is operating an off-highway vehicle on public land, shall be trained and certified through a State-approved off-highway vehicle safety course. Provides that the minimum age to operate an off-highway vehicle on public land shall be 14 years old, and that any person under the age of 16 is prohibited from operating an off-highway vehicle on public land without direct adult supervision. Provides that unless the off-highway vehicle was designed by the manufacturer to carry a passenger, it shall be unlawful for a passenger to be on an off-highway vehicle on public land. Provides that any person operating an off-highway vehicle on public lands is required to wear a safety helmet and eye protection and the off-highway vehicle operated on public land shall have a headlight and tail light illuminated at night, brakes, a muffler, and a spark arrestor.] A.B.A.T.E. of Illinois OPPOSES this bill
· The State does not have an off-road training course in Illinois. 
· There are only two certified ATV training centers in Illinois (Rockford & Marion) which are privately owned businesses and are very costly.
· If this bill passes, this would require the State of Illinois to provide funding for several training facilities throughout the State and would have direct impact on the State’s already strained budget.
· Discussions are taking place on the State level to create State owned recreational parks.  
· Once the State owned parks are up and running, rules and regulations would be put in place by the parks themselves regarding equipment and riders.
· Currently, the privately owned training facilities, offer a course for kids as young as 6 years old with parental supervision.  This would allow their children to operate an ATV, with parental supervision, on their personal property in a safe manner.  
· 311 E Main St #418 ( Galesburg, IL (  61401
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Vehicle CD 2-yr Registration: HB6281 Sponsor:  State Representative Avery Bourne
In Transportation, Vehicles & Safety Committee as of 3/23/206 
Beginning with the 2017 registration year, changes the registration periods for vehicles of the first division, vehicles of the second division under 8,000 lbs., motorcycles, motor driven cycles, recreational vehicles, and campers, from annual registration to biennial registration. Makes other conforming changes. Amends the Cycle Rider Safety Training Act to make conforming changes. Effective January 1, 2017.   A.B.A.T.E. of Illinois OPPOSES this bill
This would make your registration fee for your mc at $76 + $6 for surcharges = $82 for 2 yr registrations with a $40 late fee fine. Registrations on MOTOR HOME, MINI MOTOR HOME, TRUCK CAMPER, VAN CAMPER, CAMPING TRAILER, OR TRAVEL TRAILER will all double. 
· Make your calls to the Committee Members and voice your OPPOSITION to this bill as written.  House Transportation Committee:  Call Head of Committee Rep John D’Amico at  (773) 736-0218
· This would make your registration fee for your mc at $76 + $6 for surcharges = $82 for 2 yr registrations with a $40 late fee fine. This would make your registration fee for your cars and p u trucks at $196 + $6 for surcharges = $202 for a 2 yr registration with a $40 late fee fine.

· Registrations on MOTOR HOME, MINI MOTOR HOME, TRUCK CAMPER, VAN CAMPER, CAMPING TRAILER, OR TRAVEL TRAILER will all double.

· Talking Points: 
· This puts a MANDATED burden on our family's finances. 

· Multiple year registrations should be a Choice Issue with expiration reminders from the state for those that choose multiple year registrations.

· If you have multiple vehicles tell them how much that will cost your budget at one time)

· We understand and commend the state wanting to save money - but many Illinois biker families cannot afford this.
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