The Posse

4/9/09
DATE:  The Posse met Sunday, 9:00 AM, 5 April 2009, at Tin Man's Sports Club, Fox River Grove, Illinois.

ATTENDEES:  


George Barrington
AMA District 17, Representative

Gary Brandt

Past President, Top Cats – Illinois



Joe Fiedler

President, Jersey pine Cruisers



Shirley Horsman
American Legion Riders, Post 911



Mike Lewis

Director, Lake Shore H.O.G



Carl Marcyan

President, Top Cats - Illinois


Vince O’Leary
Director, Palatine, H.O.G.


Raine Ray

American Legion Riders, Post 911



Jimmie Smith

Christian Motorcycle Association

Joey Smith

Head Road Captain, Lake Shore H.O.G.

Mike Smith

Assistant Director, McHenry H.O.G.

John Sweeney

Assistant Director, Lake Shore H.O.G.


Rob Wojcicki

Head Road Captain, McHenry H.O.G.


Wayne Kirkpatrick
Posse Coordinator
DISSCUSSIONS:
(  Good turnout as Posse enters its tenth year.
(  There was minor discussion on the issue of traffic light and speed cameras that automatically take a picture of violators and automatically generate a traffic summons. No new changes from the last Posse meeting and, the bottom line is; obey the laws..
(  We also discussed the Illinois automatic I-Pass lanes and their ability to photograph MC license plates.  Experience appears to be that, the I-Pass does not always record the user's I-Pass nor does it always capture a photograph of the plates. It's still a smart idea to check your account periodically at http://www.illinoistollway.com.
( Vendor's lists were discussed again.  George Barrington will attempt to send Wayne a list of their vendors for the Posse web site.  Currently, we have one vendor listed on the Vendor Page of Possee.cc. 
( We were notified by our server host that the format for web sites will change.  The problem is that our current webmaster is not capable of using the new software.  John Sweeny who happens to own OnDemand Interactive Inc, will investigate our alternatives and, we'll notify Posse group by email.
(  Joe Fiedler handed out a copy of the Jersey Pine Cruisers 2009 events list and a copy of JPC's standard route directions which have been sent to Posse members in a separate file.  They are great innovations to the old problem of carrying directions and referring to your club events.
( The group also discussed, (off line in some cases), a few leadership issues that each club leader typically experiences during their tenure.  Details are unimportant and deal with problems with club members and club board members and ways to resolve those issues. One of the core purposes of Posse is to provide a forum for leaders to discuss issues like these and it appears to continue to be helpful.
( The recent resounding defeat of the Illinois helmet law bill was discussed.  George Barrington cautioned the group not to get too complacent as State Representative Mary Flowers has apparently vowed to amend a child – welfare bill to include a helmet law.  As riders, our obligation is to remain vigilant to legislation affecting our sport and to support our community's lobbying organizations like A.B.A.T.E. and AMA.
(  The roster and club contact lists were updated and will be e-mailed to members.

( Carl Marcyan invited attendees to the 7 April Top Cats' meeting at the Village Pub & Grill, Buffalo Grove, IL.  The theme will be safety with speakers from the legal community, insurance, and IL State Law Enforcement.
(  Gary Brandt, Past President, Top Cats, discussed and handed out the flyer for Top Cats' Annual Ride for Dreams on 26 July at the Volo Auto Museum.  Details at www.topcats.org
(  Vince O'Leary reminded attendees of Palatine HOGs 18 – 19 July Caring Connection Charity Ride to Galena.  Details at www.palatineilhogchapter.com
(  Attendees confirmed and updated the major activities for 2009.  The 2009 Key Events list will be published separately after each club reviews it and then it will hopefully be incorporated on the Posse website (www.posse.cc)
( Our congratulations to Carl Marcyan, new President of Top Cats, and Joey Smith who replaced John Sweeney as Head Road Captain, Lake Shore HOG.

(  The group recognized and discussed the following additional rides planned for 2009:

( 17 April, Farewell Escort Ride for the 16th PSYOP BN deploying to Iraq.  Meet at HQ USAR, 401 Anderson, FT Sheridan, IL.  Arrive prior to buses departing FT Sheridan at 7:00 AM for O'Hare Airport. Contact Wayne for details @ wkirkpa177@aol.com

( 24-26 April, Annual Veterans Tune Up Ride, Columbus, OH.  Depart 8:00 AM Friday, 24 April, Vet's Tune Up Ride on 25 April, Tour AMA Museum (Free) and return home on 26 April. $20.00 / person includes AMA Museum pass.  Contact Wayne for details @ wkirkpa177@aol.com

( 25 July, 2d Annual Kids Hope United Ride, Lake Villa, IL, $15.00 / bike, $20.00 / couple.  Proceeds help combat child abuse and neglect.  Contact Jimmie Smith for details @ jsmith@kidshopeunited.org 

( 11 July, 2d Annual Save – A – Vet Poker Run, starts at any of ten local Harley Davidson dealers, to benefit / save military working dogs. Contact www.save-a-vet.org for details.

( Jersey Pine Cruisers is scheduling a 2009 charity ride for Save – A – Pet.  Joe will provide a date when confirmed.

The next meeting will be in the fall of 2009, at Tin Man's Sports Club, Fox River Grove, Illinois.  Wayne will coordinate the date / location as we near Oct / Nov 2009.
