
The Posse

02/05/24
The Posse met Sunday, 9:00 AM 4 February 2024 at American Legion Post 911, Wauconda, IL.
1. ATTENDEES:  
Roger Ands
ibabstreets@gmail.com
LE IL Bikers Against Bullying

Nick Bender
dominicbender@gmail.com
Member, Rolling Thunder IL-2

Peter Beselhofer
limopete11011@yahoo.com
President, Rescue Riders

Greg Biedron
medmanimh@gmail.com
President, Knights on Bikes

David Blair
Pipes.route66@gmail.com
Secretary, Protectors, RT 66 Chapter

Mike Bradbury
bradbundy@comcast.net
Safety Director, Top Cats-IL

MJ Candido
MJC312@gmail.com


President, Furies MC

Bob Carroll
rcarroll63@comcast.net

Member, Iron Skulls MC

Seven Cassel
seven@mrf.org



Dir, Communications, MRF 

Tommy Carr
tcarr0057@gmail.com


Asst Dir, Am Legion Riders Post 911

James Davis
jd.staat@gmail.com


VP, Blue Knights LEMC, IL XII

Cathy Dial
Cathydial75@mail.com


Asst State Rep, MRF
Pam Eddy
pamsc400@sbcglobal.net

State Coordinator, Warriors Watch

Sam Finfrock
n8300n@yahoo.com


Asst Director, McHenry County HOG
Caroline Foote
cmfoote2@gmail.com


Member, Chicago Cruisers
Ace Fontanez
aceswild1@hotmail.com

Director, City Limits HOG Chapter
Ernie Fuchs
sayno55@gmail.com


Member, McHenry Moose Riders

Mike Gartner 
doc.pglemcil@gmail.com

Road Cpt, Public Guardians LEMC
Vicci Gartner
doc.pglemcil@gmail.com

Member, Public Guardians LEMC

Rich Gruner
r.gruner@sbcglobal.net


President, Northern Illinois ABATE
Christy Gunderson
mcllk_gundy@yahoo.com

Asst Director, MRF Iowa

Russ Hendericks
tocduby@gmail.com


President, Moose Riders 691

Joel Hunter
joelhunter@comcast.net

Asst Dir Am Legion Riders Post 1231
J. Ryan Hubbard
ryan@mrf.org



Asst Executive Director, MRF

Bert Janssen
bjanssen35@gmail.com

President, CMA Ambassadors, NE IL
Neil Joslun
joz@successfulendeavor.com

Director, Am Legion Riders Post 911

Vic Katz
vickatz@icloud.com


Event Coordinator, Fat Bastards
Wayne Kirkpatrick
wkirkpa177@aol.com


Posse Coordinator
Rex Lenegir
rlenegir@gmail.com


VP, Chicago Cruisers

Jason Lehnert
jasonlehnert@icloud.com

Road Captain, Moose Riders 691

Jerry Libit
jerrylibit@gmail.com


President, Blue Knights IL XII

Chuck Lintner
chaslintner@comcast.net

President, CMA Disciples of God

Ted Makarewicz
hogski@hotmail.com


President, Rolling Thunder IL-2

Mike Malicki
redbones59@sbcglobal.net 

Assistant Director, City Limits HOG

Dan Martinez
dbmartinez123@gmail.com
Member, Rescue Riders

Sean May
seanm0073@gmail.com

Secretary, McHenry Moose Riders 691

Andrew Mckeown
Custom1984@yahoo.com

President, Chicago Cruisers

Bob McNaughton
bobmacjr@att.net


Director, Am Legion Riders Post 1231

Nick McNaughton
bobmacjr@att.net


Member, Am Legion Riders Post 1231

Al Miller
54tech@comcast.net


President, Rolling Thunder IL-1

Robert Parkinson
robertparkinson@regan.com

VP, War Dogs MC

Gene Rigsby
gene.rigsby@gmail.com

President, Top Cats-IL

Larry Rower
lroewer@comcast.net


Director, McHenry County HOG

Eric Ross
eric@mrg.org



Membership Dir, Least of Saints MRF

Scott Sears
scottms68@yahoo.com


Assistant Director , Lake Shore HOG

Matt Schluek
ringding28@gmail.com


Member, Lake Moose Riders

Pete Schleich
Thor.route66@gmail.com

President, Protectors, Route 66 Chapter


Traci Schleich
nails@justiceserpahslemc.com
National President, Justice Seraphs
Grant Smith
gsmitty1963@yahoo.com

VP, Christian Motorcycle Association

Greg Smith
gregsmith@kw.com


Member, Rolling Thunder, IL-2

Rick Stock
ras55hunter@yahoo.com

VP, CMA Ambassadors, NE Illinois

John Sweeney Jr.
jr.sweeney@comcast.net

Head Road Captain, Lake Shore HOG

Stan Taylor
staylor2@lakecountyil.gov

Deputy Chief, Lake County Sheriff

Voula Tsakalis
ringding28@gmail.com


Member, Lake Rivers Moose Lodge
Doug Wrobel
dwrobel142@aol.com


Director, Lake Shore HOG

Dennis Yeager
cleaver1957@gmail.com

State Rep, IL MRF
2. Administrative Discussions:
A. Thanx to the American Legion Post 911, who hosted the meeting at their hall, with a great breakfast.  
B. Posse now includes 55 MC organizations and is 23 years old.
C. With new members attending, a brief discussion of the history and purpose of Posse was held and an explanation of how it works including getting club leaders together, web contact list for clubs, meeting minutes. attendees’ lists, leaders roster. Key events calendar, Posse tabs and, that we allow no dealers or marketing to the Posse.
3. Meeting Topics:  

A. Local Motorcycle Information
i. Dealers. Flat rate service pricing, add-on charges, layoffs and terminations of skilled personnel, coupled with “Supply Chain” problems and high personnel turnover at local dealerships are energizing the after – market repair shops. Typically, these shops are lower priced, quicker repairs and parts acquisition and are staffed by the same personnel that previously worked at local “Big Box” dealerships.  Three examples are: 

a. Knight Performance. Harvard, IL, Erik Knight, (407) 929-3424
b. W.A.R. Performance. 120 W Grant Hwy, Marengo IL, Mike Witt, (866) 927-7373

c. TAK MC, 28841 N. Darrell Rd, McHenry, IL, Tim Harwood, (708) 525-6315
ii. International Motorcycle Show.  Announcements were made the annual, nationwide series of shows put on as the International Motorcycle Show has been canceled, period!

iii. New IL State Laws. There doesn’t appear to be any major changes to State motorcycle laws for 2023 like helmet laws.  However, check each State before you ride in it.  Some of our recent changes in laws include:  
a. HB 2245 Requires the county sheriff to establish a vehicle theft hotline to facilitate the location of stolen vehicles via their existing global positioning systems.

b. HB 2431 Provides that a person may not operate a motor vehicle while using an electronic communication device to participate in any video conference or access any social media site.
c. HB 2582 Removes the requirement that a motorcyclist under the age of 18 must complete a motorcycle driver’s examination with the Secretary of State.

d. HB 3876 Provides that a resident of Illinois who purchases a vehicle in another state and transports that vehicle to Illinois must apply for the registration and certificate of title within 45 days after purchase of the vehicle.

e. SB 0040 Creates the Electric Vehicle Charging Act which requires newly constructed single-family homes and constructed or renovated multi-unit residential buildings to include electric vehicle charging systems.

f. SB 0896 Provides that a motorcycle may be equipped with two forward facing driving lights and electric turn signals and/or driving lights that, when signaling, must emit a white or amber light.

g. SB 1883 Makes it a Class B misdemeanor for any person to allow a member of the public, except for certain exempted people, to come into contact with a bear or nonhuman primate.

h. Finally, IDOT RF tags replacing IPass transponders. They will issue multiple tags if requested for registered vehicles and are accepted in Delaware, Florida, Illinois, Indiana, Kentucky, Maryland, Massachusetts, Minnesota, Nebraska, New Hampshire, New Jersey, New York, North Carolina, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, Virginia, and West Virginia.
iv. Cancelling Rides.  Recently, a local “Motorcycle related” law firm posted on their Facebook page that a club’s charity ride was cancelled without coordinating with that club. When approached, they said that because it had rained that they thought it was cancelled. This was incredibly STUPID and totally inappropriate of anyone to cancel a club’s event without asking that club’s leadership! 
v. Escorted Rides. Escorts of motorcycle CHARITY rides are still an issue. At State, County, and local law enforcement agencies, resources are becoming more limited.  Don’t expect escorts of previous rides to continue.  Each ride will be evaluated for approval from now on.
vi. Illinois State Police Escort Concerns. The Illinois State Police are also experiencing difficulty with resources available for escorts.  Some concerns are:
a. Must be for a worthy cause. Don’t request escorts for someone’s anniversary or birthday.
b. No escort for small groups. Some requests have been for only 3 or 5 bikes.  
c. Advance notice.  ISP needs at least 30 days advance notice.
d. Submit Complete plan w / Point of Contact email and phone number.
e. Proposed route – don’t change route, location or times without notifying ISP.
f. Have ample parking and staging lined up at both start and finish.
g. Don’t mix cars, bikes, trikes.
h. No escorts from starting places with liquor licenses.
i. Use local law enforcement if possible, County, local.
j. No political, social signs, flags, banners, etc.
k. Blockers.  While Illinois had approved blockers at intersections, there has been no guidance on who or how they would be trained.
l. Give feed back to your escort officers at the end of the ride.
B. Guest Speakers:  
i. A.B.A.T.E. Update. Rich Gruner – Northern Illinois Coordinator, A.B.A.T.E. explained A.B.A.T.E. accomplishments and status of issues:
1. Bills ABATE Authored, Passed & Were Signed

a. SB 896- Legalizes Red LED under glow lighting while braking and LED insert lighting for turn signals, wrap around signals and disc signals. HB 2582- Removes duplicate testing requirement for 16 & 17 year old motorcyclists while keeping the mandate they take an MSF class.
2. Bills ABATE Supported That Were Signed

a. HB 2131- Creates a zero traffic fatality taskforce and gives a "motorcycle rights organization" a seat on the taskforce. HB 2231- Treats UBER, Lyft, Door Dash, etc. equal to other transportation companies when it comes to lawsuits. HB 2431- Bans video conferencing while driving.

3. One Bill Passed That ABATE Opposed

a. The revenue omnibus bill- included a provision for 3 years of tax credits on E-15 sales.

4. Bills That ABATE Defeated in 2023

a. HB 1108- Would have allowed a noise monitoring program on Chicago's Lake Shore Drive.

b. HB 3238-Would have banned body armor affecting certain motorcycle protective gear containing Kevlar. HB 1634/SB 2050- would have mandated Illinois follow California air emission requirements banning combustion engines by 2035.

5. Motorcyclist Training

a. There has finally been movement at IDOT to restart motorcycle training classes in the northern 2/3 of the state. WIU has come onboard for the middle region. The northern region is still without a partner.

6. Autonomous Vehicles in Illinois

a. The consensus is vehicle code and liability laws are written in such a way that it's created gridlock on how to move forward. ABATE will be working to require vehicles have a driver present and in control at all times while the bigger conversations continue.

7. Off Road

a. ABATE has reached an agreement on language for a bill that would allow OHV to use county and township roads. Our position has moved to neural instead of opposed on a proposed bill.

8. The IDNR has informed ABATE that $1 million is available in the OHV trails fund and is asking us to promote the next round of grants to be awarded from the fund. The state owned OHV park near Carbondale is one step closer to opening as rules governing park use have been submitted.

9. 2024 Legislative Agenda ABATE will maintain the same agenda as in 2023. Cycle Rider Training, Ethanol, Autonomous Vehicles, Electric Vehicles, motorcyclist profiling, safety gear requirements, OHV issues, lane usage, and distracted driving will be addressed with our legislators.

Rich is available to speak to your clubs and, encourage riders to join A.B.A.T.E. For details on the above issues, join A.B.A.T.E. and read about the current status of each issue.


ii. 
Motorcycle Riders Foundation Update (Dennis Yeager)

The Motorcycle Riders Foundation, started in Washington, DC in 1985, is chiefly concerned with issues at the national and international levels that impact the freedom and safety of American street motorcyclists. We are also committed to educating rights advocates to improve effectiveness at the state and local levels. The MRF works together with State Motorcyclists’ Rights Organizations (SMROs), assisting them with state and local agendas as well as working with them to influence Washington, DC – from the Congress to government departments and agencies to the Office of the President of the United States. We also work with allies in Europe and Asia to influence talks on vehicle globalization and harmonization that are proceeding under the United Nations and the World Health Organization (WHO).
MRF representatives attending were; Ryan Hubbard -
Assistant Executive Director, Eric Ross and Christy Gunderson, Seven Cassel - Communications Director, Cathy Dial - Wisconsin Assistant State Rep, Bobby Carroll -
Illinois Assistant State Rep, Dennis “Cleaver” Yeager - Illinois State Rep, and Bethany Buisker.
Ryan Hubbard gave a detailed briefing on the following issues that MRF is addressing. 
2024 HIGH PRIORITY OBJECTIVES

Autonomous Vehicles 
Crash Avoidance 
Data Recording 
Definition of a Motorcycle 
Emission Regulations

Helmet Laws

Internal Combustion Engines 

Profiling 

Renewable Fuels 

Right to Repair 

Vulnerable Roadway User Terminology
Detailed information on the above subjects is attached at Attachment One.
iii.  Motorcycle Ride Escorts (Deputy Chief Stan Taylor, Lake County Sheriff’s Department)

1. Deputy Chief Taylor briefed the group on the scarcity of sheriff department resources for ride escorts.  Each ride is evaluated for approval and available resources. Expect that some escorted rides in the past may not be approved in the future.

iv. Group Riding and Safety Seminar. 
1. Mike Bradbury – Top Cats explained the Group Riding and Safety Seminar (GRASS) content and schedule for 2024 and invited all clubs to attend or request a presentation.  GRASS includes; group riding and hand signals, formations, managing an accident, riding with a passenger, road captain training.
4. 2024 Events:
A. 2024 key events were reviewed by the group.  Each organization in attendance updated their charity date(s) and major events for 2024 so other organizations can support their ride and not schedule a conflicting charity ride. This list will be updated and on the Posse site (www.posse.cc) as soon as possible.
B.  Organizations may add or change event data anytime by contacting Wayne at wkirkpa177@aol.com
C. Attendees were reminded that individual charity events that are not sponsored by a Posse member club will not be included on the Posse Events List. 
5. Leaders Update. An updated roster of primary leadership contacts, club meeting dates, locations, times, based on input from attendees is maintained at www.posse.cc.  Clubs not in attendance need to send any changes in their leadership our meeting info, to Wayne at wkirkpa177@aol.com 
6. Next Meeting.  The next meeting to be sometime in the Fall of 2024 on a cold, blustery, rainy day so as not to interfere with riding.
Attachment One
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Motorcycle Riders Foundation 2024 Legislative Priorities
2024 HIGH PRIORITY OBJECTIVES

Autonomous Vehicles: 
Advocate and monitor any legislation or regulations related to motorcycles concerning connected and autonomous vehicles (AV):

· Endorse rulemaking to set new standards specific to seeing, detecting, and properly reacting to motorcycles.

· Ensure motorcycles are part of all testing and development procedures.

· Promote that any AV public user advisory committees should include a representative from the motorcycle community and a motorcycle manufacturer.

· Require a public, easily accessible, and searchable database where consumers can look up important safety information such as the limitations and capabilities of different products offered by AV manufacturers or service providers.

· Require that all AV manufacturers must submit safety evaluation reports to detail and make public how their vehicles identify motorcycles among other road users. Manufacturers must also include human error analysis in safety reports.

· Require that all AV manufacturers must publicly report crash data share incidents between AVs

· And motorcycles just as they would incidents between AVs and other road users.

· Protect the safety of motorcyclists with any rules or standards as it relates to electronic and cybersecurity systems including the clarification of rights of data ownership of any recorded data in the context of connected and autonomous vehicles.

· Inclusion of motorcyclists’ perspectives in discussions regarding the Intelligent Transportation

· System (ITS).

· Work to ensure motorcycles are a separate classification of vehicle and road user for purposes of regulation and testing of AVs.

· Protect the set aside radio spectrums necessary for DSRC vehicle to vehicle communications.

· Protect additional spectrum as needed for Vehicle to everything technology (V2X).

Crash Avoidance: 
Continue to promote the theme of crash avoidance versus safer crashing urging NHTSA and the DOT to focus on crash prevention and support rider education by providing funding and other resources.

Data Recording: 
Pursue legislative language that any collected or available vehicle data is the property of the consumer and in which the consumer has the choice of whether to opt-in to having their personal data communicated to interested parties.
Definition of a Motorcycle: 
Educate policymakers and advocate for change to the current definition that better reflects the current two and three-wheel motorcycle landscape. Collaborate with appropriate stakeholders concerning the federal definition of a motorcycle, ensuring that crash and fatality statistics continue to be separate from other classes of vehicles including autocycles, non-motorcycle powered vehicles such as mopeds, scooters, motorized bicycles, and various cabin-based steering wheel type vehicles.

Emission Regulations:

· Engage the EPA & Congress on any activity related to motorcycle emission regulations including the RPM ACT, H.R. 3281, S. 2736 or similar legislation.

· Work against any efforts by the California Air Resources Board (CARB) that endangers the future of motorcycling.

Helmet Laws: 
Oppose any mandatory federal helmet, apparel, or conspicuity requirements. Advocate for limiting funding of any federal government entity with increasing involvement in advocating for a universal helmet law or similar initiatives.

Internal Combustion Engines: 
Work to ensure the survival of internal combustion engines, including elimination of the California air quality exemption waivers which allows California to enact different standards and threatens combustion engine production.

Profiling: 
Sustain lobbying efforts for the passage of resolutions or legislation that promotes awareness and prohibition of motorcyclists profiling. Seek opportunities including, but not limited to H. Res 366, with language that:

· Promotes increased public awareness on the issue of profiling of motorcyclists. Encourages collaboration and communication with the motorcycling community and law enforcement to engage in efforts to end profiling of motorcyclists.

· Urges state law enforcement officials to include statements condemning profiling of motorcyclists in written policies and training materials.

· Outlaws the practice of profiling of motorcyclists.

· Oppose any motorcycling, motorcycle, or motorcyclist-based discriminatory legislation or rules proposed by the U.S. Congress or by any governmental agency.

Renewable Fuels: 
Advocate for targeted changes to the Renewable Fuel Standard (RFS) including the following actions:

· Support the universal availability of approved fuel blends, containing no more than 10 percent ethanol by volume.

· Promote additional research and independent studies concerning the effects of higher blends of renewable fuels on motorcycles.

· Ensure the availability of separate pumps (i.e., no multi-dispensing) to minimize the risk of damage to motorcycle engines where higher blend of renewable fuel blends is available.

· Sustain lobbying efforts for the passage of the Consumer Protection and Fuel Transparency Act of 2019 (H.R. 1024) or similar legislation which requires information to be provided to the public about the risks associated with the improper use of E15 fuel (or higher) in certain vehicles, engines, and equipment.

Right to Repair: 
Protect and advocate for “Right to Repair” provisions that allow consumers the ability to repair and modify their own products.

Vulnerable Roadway User Terminology: 
Monitor and ensure that motorcycles and motorcyclists are a specific and unique category or classification.

2024 MEDIUM PRIORITY OBJECTIVES

Gang, Club and Other Language:
Monitor and respond to federal legislative or regulatory activity concerning the usage of the terms gang, club, known associate, associate or any derogatory term when referring to motorcyclists.

Lane Filtering and/or Lane Splitting: 
Monitor and support federal efforts to study and review the benefits and concerns of lane splitting and lane filtering.

Surface Transportation Reauthorization (Highway Bill): 
Advocate and pursue legislative efforts related to the next highway bill reauthorization (expiring in 2026). Ensure the following provisions are included:

· Preserve the Motorcycle Education & Awareness Program Grant Funding.

· Preserve the ban on federal funding for Motorcycle Only Checkpoints.

· Preserve the NHTSA Lobbying Ban and expand to other federal agencies.

· Preserve the Motorcycle Advisory Council (MAC) to advise the FHWA.

· Preserve motorcycles are not considered single-occupancy vehicles for HOV lane access.

· Oppose any motorcycling related federal blackmails or federal sanctions.

· Monitor for any action that would negatively impact motorcycles, motorcycling, and motorcyclists.

· Advocate the integration of an updated federal definition of a motorcycle.

· Advocate a mandate that autonomous vehicles must detect and respond to motorcycles.

· Advocate for expanding opportunities to address motorcyclist profiling.

· Ensure motorcycles are not banned from federally funded roads.

·  All high priority issues and emerging technologies

Taxes: 
Encourage fair treatment of motorcyclists in any change to federal taxes related to transportation. Vehicle miles traveled and other tax proposals must account for the different impact motorcycles have on infrastructure.

2024 MONITOR ITEMS

Distracted Driving: 
Work to discourage any/all forms of distracted driving.

EV Incentives: 
Seek fair tax rebate and or credits for the purchase of electric motorcycles similar to those offered for electric automobiles.

Exhaust Systems: 
Monitor and vigorously oppose any federal standard proposing stamping and certifying of motorcycle exhaust systems.

International Partnerships: 
Continue participation in motorcycle-related activity in the European Union, United Nations, and Canada informing the membership of key developments.

National Studies: 
Continue monitoring any national studies concerning motorcycles (i.e., Federal Crash Causation Study or MSF Naturalistic Study).

Opponents: 
Monitor private and public organizations that oppose the legislative agenda or mission of the MRF.

Sound Testing:

· Monitor any SAE Motorcycle Roadside Sound Testing (addressedby individual states).

· Monitor any action by the EPA Office of Noise Abatement

Tariffs: 
Monitor any tariffs on imported motorcycles, parts, or apparel.

Tolling:

· Monitor fair tolling concepts on federally funded roadways and projects supported by federal bonds.

· Monitor any congestion tolling concerning motorcyclists by federal, state, or local governmental agencies.
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    www.mrf.org Motorcycle Riders Foundation, P.O. Box 9090, Peoria, IL. 61612 202-546-0938, mrfoffice@mrf.org 
